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We have gathered here today, to remind ourselves and pay respect to those who lost 

their lives in the Holocaust – the horror they had been subjected to, which cannot be 

forgotten.  

 

 

The Holocaust executors have fed their human ego with the delusions of power and 

tried to erase the ties that unite all human beings.  

The history of modern civilization has been full of landmarks, extraordinary 

achievements such as the works of Guttenberg, Galileo, Copernic and Einstein. 

However, it has its own dark side, burdened with crimes against humanity.  

 

Hence, Europe for instance, and the whole world along with it, has witnessed 

outrageous sufferings and terrors during the World War 2. The Nazi concentration camp 

Auschwitz was probably the most morbid and drastic case of genocide which deserves 

special attention.  

 

The civilization achievements cannot be measured solely by building gigantic power 

plants, space missions or robotics. It is undoubtedly, an expression of human power. 

But, it is necessary to assess these accomplishments as well through the capacity and 

the strength to look history directly into the eyes, and thus draw the right morals from 

the tragic misconceptions, fatal errors and monstrous acts of the dark forces through 

history, incarnated in the Nazism and fascism.  

 

Genocide of Jewish people is without precedent and can never be forgotten.  

 

Recollection serves not only as a lesson and warning, but as a guide to the right path of 

humanity as well.  

 

Moreover, it aims to raise human awareness of every next generation.  
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Why is it so important?  

Simply because democracy and freedom are not granted for good. 

 

The United Nations were established on the ashes of the Holocaust, when the world 

was in need of hope for a better future. For the dignity of whole humanity, we must 

strengthen our ability- our collective determination – to prevent such horrors everywhere 

and at any times.  

 

In order to prevent the United Nations preamble from sounding more as phrase, which 

emphasizes, among other things that we must “reaffirm faith in fundamental human 

rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person”, there is a need to constantly 

defend these values.  

 

Even today we are witnessing violation of those values globally.  

 

Terrorism in all its forms is the biggest warning that one must be mobile and decisive in 

eliminating the Anti-Semitism virus. It lurks from everywhere. All forms of extremism 

nourish this historic atavism. And as Simon Wiesenthal says, ”It says nowhere that the 

next victims have to be Jewish, they could be of any other nationality”. 

 

The battle must be fought on a personal level, not just national or international level.  

Paris has not accidently launched the “Je Suis Charlie” message. It represents an 

unequivocal decision, aimed at understanding that if we identify with the values we 

defend, they can be maintained.  

 

In that sense, the memory of Auschwitz and all other such crimes are the most 

adequate tools in tackling evil, personified in terrorist acts, motivated by blind hatred 

and dark intentions for the world to be managed through someone’s diabolic visions, 

which lack space and freedom for “the others”. 
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The most tragic moment in all this, is that it was done “in the name of God”.  

Tolerance is the oxygen of democracy. If we let it be jeopardized, and decrease, we will 

doom ourselves to primitivism, despair and hopelessness.  

 

That is one of the reasons that one must say NO to all intolerant decadent teachings 

and ideologies, and what is most important, one must become aware of their origin and 

motives in order to deal with them completely and permanently.  

 

With that aim precisely, the 69. Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 

has adopted a resolution for fighting against all forms of racism, racial discrimination, 

xenophobia and other forms of intolerance.  

 

Auschwitz has shown that the line between mind, reason and insanity is sometimes 

very thin.  

 

The Star of David has been burned and ablazed 6 million times, in spite of that it has 

not been extinguished.  

 

It illuminates the sky along with the Christian Cross, the star and the crescent, Buddha’s 

face and many other signs and symbols of our civilization.  

If any of them does not appear on the horizon, our civilization will come to an end. And 

we certainly do not want that, therefore we must incessantly nourish the basic values, 

embodied in these symbols.  

 


